
Workshop #1: 
Suburbs



Special provisions for 
the Covid-19 emergency

Due to the recent pandemic situation, taking into account the ab-
solutely unique circumstances that are affecting the whole world, 
Tresoldi Academy has taken extraordinary measures for the best 
performance of its activities and to facilitate access to its courses, 
in accordance to safety criteria.

In this case, with regard to the event of  Workshop #1: Suburbs, 
as it is not possible to carry out the workshop from remote or in 
videoconference, should the health emergency make it impossible 
to carry out the workshop between the 13th and 20th July 2020, 
a new timeframe to carry out the workshop will be scheduled for 
September 2020.



The artist:

Edoardo Tresoldi
Edoardo Tresoldi plays with the transparency of mesh and with indu-
strial materials to transcend the time-space dimension and narrate 
a dialogue between Art and World, a visual summary which reveals 
itself in the fade-out of physical limitations. His works have been fe-
atured in public spaces, archaeological contexts, contemporary art 
and music festivals and group shows. In 2016 he carried out the 
restoration of the Basilica paleocristiana of Siponto, a unique conver-
gence between contemporary art and archaeology. The Basilica has 
been awarded the Gold Medal for Italian Architecture 2018 – Spe-
cial Prize to Commission, the most prestigious Italian architecture 
award.  In 2017 he has been included by Forbes among the 30 most 
influential European artists under 30. In April 2018 he realizes Ethe-
rea for Coachella Musics and Arts Festival, one of the world’s most 
anticipated and important music events.

edoardotresoldi.com

STUDIO STUDIO STUDIO is the interdisciplinary project founded by 
Edoardo Tresoldi. It is on a mission to explore the blending between 
social, cultural and aesthetic suggestions as a starting point to defi-
ne an ultra contemporary dimension.

https://www.edoardotresoldi.com/


The academy:

Tresoldi Academy
Tresoldi Academy is an innovative educational project, created by 
STUDIO STUDIO STUDIO of Edoardo Tresoldi and YAC Young Archi-
tects Competitions with the aim of offering workshops where young 
people could be sensitized  to the issues of contemporary art, throu-
gh the creation of site specific installations that can contribute to 
enhancing the value of the territories where they are installed. Tre-
soldi Academy positions itself between art and architecture, thanks 
to which young talented people will have the opportunity to take part 
in the creative process of one of the most prestigious and apprecia-
ted brands of contemporary art: it will be a cycle of training activities 
oriented to “know how to imagine” (concept and design of an artistic 
installation) and to “know how” (the production of the installation).

tresoldiacademy.com

http://tresoldiacademy.com/


RENZO PIANO

G124 is the code that identifies the room in Palazzo Giustiniani - the 
Italian Senate building - assigned to architect and senator Renzo Pia-
no. As soon as he became a senator, he decided he would make 
sense of his role by dealing with a major project for our country: the 
suburbs, which represent the city of the future that we will leave to 
the children. The G124 is a group made up of young architects (all 
under-35 and paid with the Senator’s salary) who are coordinated by 
tutors and helped by other professional figures (sociologists, anthro-
pologists, economists, critics, town planners...) and have the task of 
producing studies on a suburb in one year of work. There are no no-
minations for the selection of the neighborhood that will be studied 
by the G124: it is the group itself that explores opportunities and pos-
sibilities and decides where to concentrate their efforts for the year.

renzopianog124.com

Scientific partner:

https://www.renzopianog124.com/


In collaboration with:

Urban Up is the real estate project of Unipol Group aimed at enhan-
cing some of the most important architectures in Italy which are 
owned by the Group through works of modernization and renova-
tion that combine an innovative drive with the respect for tradition. 
The Urban Up project, which started from the city of Milan with the 
redevelopment of some key-buildings of the city, history-wise and 
position-wise, continues in various Italian cities with interventions 
that both promote their own trophy assets but also regenerate ur-
ban suburbs, by declining the value of sustainability in the real estate 
field through the adoption of design solutions inspired by environ-
mental safeguard.

urbanupunipol.com

http://www.urbanupunipol.com/


Overview



Admission

Reasons why?

The admission to the workshop is based on the evaluation of:

• • Curriculum Vitae (max 2 pages, A4 format);
• • Portfolio (max 10 pages, free format);
• • Motivational letter (max 200 words, Italian or English);

Anyone between 18 and 30 years of age at the time of registration 
of the application can take part in the workshop, regardless of one’s 
training or career. It is not necessary to be enrolled in professional re-
gisters or to have a degree to be eligible to take part in the workshop.

1. Take part in an experience in close contact with the greatest ma-
sters in contemporary art and architecture;

2. Participate in the concept design and creation of a site-specific 
installation;

3. Participate in a prestigious project with exceptional partners;

4. Expand your network of relationships;

5. Enriching one’s experiences through the realization of an installa-
tion destined to great fame and international recognition.

Topic #1: suburbs

The workshop

Suburbs, places that belong to the world more than to cities that 
generate them: apparently impersonal and anonymous places. but 
perhaps for this reason familiar to the many people who live  there; 
these places are powerful and - more than others - can speak to the 
heart of those who know how to observe through unexpected sug-
gestions; territories that are a symbol for modernity, that have grown 
quickly, committed to giving home, work, spaces to communities ga-
thered around the historical centers.

The suburbs, with their own gray tones, their contradictions and their 
own silence, are the perfect scenario within which a creative person 
can operate.

It is therefore to these suburbs that, with the scientific contribution 
of G124 and the collaboration of the Unipol Group, Tresoldi Aca-
demy looks for its first workshop. The mission goes beyond a mere 
teaching experience: bringing beauty where habit has led us not to 
look for it, to think of art in an abandoned place, to open a new one 
andmodern point of view on these spaces.dono per aprire un inedito 
e attuale punto di vista su questi luoghi. 

The workshop is aimed at the concept design and realization of a 
site-specific installation of great aesthetic and artistic value, the wor-
kshop is imagined as an intensive experience, open to creatives with 
different training, evaluated on the basis of one’s own path and one’s 
own motivation.



PLACES AVAILABLE WHEN

from 13th to 20th July

8 days
CALENDAR

Applications opening

27/04/2020
Applications deadline

29/05/2020
Publication of the provisional ranking

08/06/2020
Publication of the official ranking

19/06/2020
Workshop start

13/07/2020

ACCOMMODATION 
IN MILAN

for person, optional 

ADMISSION

there is no registration fee for the course, the 
admission is only decided on the basis of merit 420 €

Free

10
TARGET

Open

LANGUAGE

Italian

suggested for architects, artists, architectu-
re students or other similar fields

in case there will be international students, 
an interpreter will be available

LOCATION

DURATION

Bologna/Modena
Milan

In short:



The workshop



Workshop topic: 
the suburbs

The great project of our country is the suburbs: the city that will be, the 
city that we will leave to our children.

Renzo Piano

In its first edition - thanks to the exclusive collaboration of Unipol 
and the scientific contribution of G124 (the group organized by ar-
chitect Renzo Piano for research and constant and continuous plan-
ning on the theme of suburbs urban) - Tresoldi Academy invites cre-
ative young people to reflect on a great important and contemporary 
topic.

Focused in Emilia - the territory that is the subject of G124’s research 
for 2020 - the workshop wants to focus on the impact that site-spe-
cific art installations can have on the outskirts in our country.

Starting from two different locations - a  suburb characterized by the 
Park XXII Aprile in Modena and the metropolitan suburbs of Via Sta-
lingrado, 31 in Bologna -, the participants will have the opportunity 
to think and implement, through the  dialogue with the G124 and 
Edoardo Tresoldi, an itinerary of refined artistic micro-interventions 
in order to offer a new identity and centrality to these places.

Thanks to the regeneration from art and the transformation into a 
horizon of creative experimentation, the Emilian suburbs will beco-
me a laboratory and a model of urban rebirth for the entire national 
territory.



Site  1: via Stalingrado 
(Bologna)

The first site will be the complex located in Bologna in a lot between 
Viale Aldo Moro, via Cesare Gnudi and via Stalingrado. The latter, 
starting from the railway bridge, crosses the very first outskirts of 
Bologna and joins the roads that are considered as the limit of the hi-
storic center of Bologna with the first urban strip located between the 
ancient city and the freeway. Characterized from the nearby Unipol 
Group headquarter which goes over via Stalingrado and is proposed 
as a modern urban door, the area is located in the immediate vicinity 
of the exhibition area - a monumental work of the early seventies by 
Kenzo Tange. The real estate complex currently consists of four buil-
dings: a shed on via Stalingrado, a shed on via Gnudi, a small building
and a garage. The area is divided by the important road axes that 
cross it, and it has no historical architectural elements and has a 
great population density. The area is placed in the very first suburbs 
but is very crowded and animated by the considerable transit that 
bring people in and out of Bologna every day. It could be defined as a 
space “tailored on man”, the constant traffic flows that go through it 
shape an exceptional opportunity to place an intervention that is de-
signed to be enjoyed on the move and thus offer a new identity and 
perception of the surrounding space.



Site 2: Parco XXII 
Aprile (Modena)

Another project site will be Park XXII Aprile in Modena, built in 1976 in 
the Crocetta district. Inside, there are some structures with a strong 
character; these take inspiration from the stylistic trends of the 70s 
and other prestigious parks built in the city by architects Cesare Le-
onardi and Franca Stagi. The park, enclosed between the built urban 
fabric, is one of the main equipped green areas of the city. Inside, 
there are several wooded areas, lawns and various types of equip-
ment. In the city, there are three parks designed to host events and 
gatherings and the XXII Aprile Park is among them. Its extension 
exceeds 8 hectares, which develop longitudinally on the north-south 
axis in the center of the neighborhood. Despite its strong identity for 
historical workers’ fights in the years of the economic boom, Crocet-
ta is today one of the outskirts of Modena considered as degraded, 
dangerous and marginalized. However, there are numerous activities 
and associations that try to reverse this trend by bringing initiatives 
to the park in order to attract the community. 

The area was historically occupied by Villa Pentetorri, one of the vil-
las of the Dukes of Este, and the Naviglio canal, which connected the 
Ducal Palace of Modena with Ferrara, which still flows today below 
the park. The villa, designed by architect Gaspare Vigarani in the first 
half of 1600, was destroyed during the bombing of 1944. To date, 
the entrance arch to the farm and some of the appliances, such as 
the blacksmith’s house and the stables are still present, and currently 
host some of the associations that organize promotional activities 
in the park.



Program



day

1
day

2
day

3
day

4

day

5
day

6
day

7
day

8

Morning: arrivals

Afternoon: Edoardo Tresol-
di’s lecture + G124 2020’s 
lecture + site visits

Where: Bologna/Modena

Morning: journey to Milan

Afternoon: introduction to 
production and metodolo-
gies of Edoardo Tresoldi + 
concept design

Where: Milan

Morning: concept design

Afternoon: concept presen-
tation  to G124 and Unipol 
Group and selection of the 
preferred concept

Where: Milan

Morning: concept design

Afternoon: concept pro-
duction

Where: Milan

Morning: concept production

Afternoon: concept pro-
duction

Where: Milan

Morning: concept production

Afternoon: concept pro-
duction

Where: Milan

Morning: concept production

Afternoon: concept pro-
duction

Where: Milan

Morning: journey to Bolo-
gna/Modena

Afternoon: inauguration

Where: Bologna/Modena

Students will be immersed in the experience 
and poetics of Edoardo Tresoldi thanks to an 
open dialogue with the artist. On the same 
day, the team will visit the locations of desi-
gn with the supervision of of G124 tutors * 
and Unipol staff, with the aim of collecting 
sensations, impressions and creative ideas 
that will be useful for the subsequent plan-
ning stages.

Participants will have the opportunity to get 
to know methodologies and processes used 
by Edoardo Tresoldi staff by visiting his stu-
dio, where they will meet the studio’s mana-
gers. On this day, each student will start their 
own personal path of creative thinking orien-
ted towards the production of an installation 
for the workshop areas. Each student will 
produce their own concept ansd will be hel-
ped in this by discussing with different key-fi-
gures of the studio.

Presentation of the concepts with the whole 
team, G124 staff, Unipol Group and Edoar-
do Tresoldi. On the same day, the Scientific 
Committee of Tresoldi Academy will choo-
se their preferred concept among the many 
proposed. The selected concept will then un-
dergo the executive design process with the 
collaboration of all of the students and will 
be then produced.

Participants will have the opportunity to have 
hands-on experience in the realization pro-
cedures, techniques and solutions adopted, 
and will be immersed yourself in a unique 
experience of close collaboration with one of 
the most important firms of contemporary 
art.

The whole day will be dedicated to the instal-
lation production in the studio.

* 
prof. Matteo Agnoletto - Università di Bologna
prof. Edoardo Narne - Università di Padova
prof. Andrea Sciascia - Università di Palermo

The whole day will be dedicated to the instal-
lation production in the studio.

Last day of production and realization of the 
installation in Milan.

Journey to Emilia and beginning of the instal-
lation of the creative concepts in the two dif-
ferent locations. Completion of the installa-
tion process and inauguration event with the 
participation of the city institutions and the 
project partner (Edoardo Tresoldi, G124, Uni-
pol). Awarding of certificates of participation 
in the workshop and final greetings.



Rules
Workshop #1: 
Suburbs



I. General indications
1. The workshop is delivered in Italian. If there is a significant parti-
cipation of foreign students (i.e. at least 1/3 of the class) the Tresoldi 
Academy will activate an interpretation service from Italian to English.

2. The workshop has limited access (maximum 10 students) and a 
Committee - which will be appointed by Tresoldi Academy, will select 
the participants on the basis of the selection criteria reported in chap. 
III.

3. The activities of the workshop will be mainly carried out in Milan. 
Travels to the  areas indicated in the workshop program will be on and 
organized by Tresoldi Academy and the details (means of transport, 
meeting times, etc.) will be communicated to the students before the 
beginning of the workshop. Any other type of expense (meals, ac-
commodation, travels for personal reason) will be on the students.

4. Tresoldi Academy reserves the right to make changes the calen-
dar and training program of the activities covered by the workshop to 
guarantee its best performance. Any change will be communicated 
to the participants in due time.

5. The workshop is made up of lectures and workshops, divided into 
three macro-phases: 1) analysis of the characteristics of the project 
areas with a visit of the site indicated in the program; 2) interactive 
planning and realization of a concept design of a site-specific instal-
lation and 3) executive production of the site-specific installation.

6. The times and methods of carrying out the concept design pha-
ses and executive production of a site-specific work, including its 
on-site installation, will be managed at total discretion of the Scienti-
fic Committee of Tresoldi Academy. In particular, as the specificities 
of the concept design elaborated during the workshop will have to be 
taken into account and in the event that it could not be possible to 
complete the executive production and/or installation phases on-site 
according to the workshop program, Tresoldi Academy will carry out 
the aforementioned phase by the end of 2020.

7. A certificate of participation will only be awarded to those stu-
dents who have participated in all the activities (days) stated in the 
workshop calendar.

8. For more information on the workshop, candidates can get in 
touch via e-mail: studenti@tresoldiacademy.com

9. it is necessary, for students who come from non-EU countries, 
to verify the terms and conditions for visa release prior to the publi-
cation of the access ranking, so as to be able to start the courses 

the date of publication from the provisional ranking. If the confirma-
tion does not arrive within the reported time and date, the admission 
of the the candidate will be considered as refused.

5. Candidates ranking from 11th on will be indicated in the provi-
sional ranking as “NOT ADMITTED” but will be informed of a possible 
later admission of spontaneous refusal of one or more candidates 
admitted to the workshop according to the provisional ranking. In this 
event, the candidates will be admitted following the ranking order, the-
refore candidates are invited to monitored their own private area for 
any communication on the later admission. The candidates selected 
in this event will be then contacted by the Admission Office.

6. In reference to the provisions of points 3., 4., 5., the final ranking 
of admission will be published in the private area of each candidate 
within fourteen (14) days from the publication of the provisional ran-
king.

7. In the event that two candidates have the same final score, the 
priority will be given to the candidate who has received the highest 
score for their portfolio.

8. The Committee may request candidates to take part in a motiva-
tional interview. In this event, the date and place for the interview will 
be communicated directly to interested candidates. If the candidate 
does not show up to the interview, they will be immediately excluded 
from the ranking.

IV. Application
1. Access the website at URL www.tresoldiacademy.com and fill in 
the workshop registration form.

2. At the end of the registration procedure, each candidate will re-
ceive an-email containg a link for activation. In case this e-mail is not 
received, candidates are invited to check their inbox spam folder.

3. In order to complete the account registration, candidates shall 
click on the activation link in the e-mail and enter the Password for 
the private area.

4. The following documents are required for the regular completion 
of the application:

• copy of a valid identity document (identity card or passport)
• motivational letter (200 words max)
• CV (max 2 pages, A4 format, free layout)

according to the set schedule. Tresoldi Academy’s staff is available to 
release any document - within the area of its competence - that could 
be necessary for visa application and release.

II. Requirements
1. Pre-intermediate knowledge of English (at least level B1).

2. It is not required to have a specific educational certificate: inte-
rest in the topics covered by the workshops is appreciated.

3. Regular completion of the registration procedure according to 
the the terms defined in chap. IV.

III. Admission
1. The Scientific Committee of the Tresoldi Academy will proceed 
to a preliminary evaluation of the application received to verify their 
eligibility. Applications that do not respond to the requirements of the 
following chap. IV and/or have not respected the registration terms 
indicated for this workshop will not be taken into account.

2. With the preliminary assessment referred to in point 1. of this 
chapter, the Committee will define a provisional ranking by assigning 
a score to each candidate between 60 and 100 points according to 
the following criteria:

• curriculum vitae (max 30 points) 
• motivational letter (max 20 points)
• artistic and/or professional portfolio (max 50 points) 

 
The Committe’s evaluation and verdict regarding the ranking 
of candidates is unquestionable. 

3. The provisional ranking is defined on the basis of the scored assi-
gned and will be published in the online private area of   each candida-
te. The ten (10) candidates who have obtained the highest score will 
be admitted to the workshop as described at  point 2. of this chapter.

4. Candidates positioned between 1st and 10th place (included) 
will be indicated in the provisional ranking with the words “ADMIT-
TED” and will be required to confirm in written form their participation 
in the workshop by 12PM (midday, Italy Time) on the third day after 



• artistic and/ or professional portfolio (max 10 pages, free 
layout)

• acceptance of these Rules 
 
Uploaded files must be in .jpg or .pdf format and with a maxi-
mum size of 10 MB. 

5. Once the upload of all the above documents is completed and 
these rules have been accepted, the application will be taken in char-
ge by the Admissions Office.

V. Ownership and intellectual pro-
perty rights

1. By accepting these Rules, each candidate irrevocably and uncon-
ditionally undertakes to:

a. submit original and unpublished works that are in their entirety the 
result of their own creative activity or of the work-teams that will be 
created.If these requirements are not complied with, the students 
may be excluded or any award assigned to the concepts proposed 
may be revoked - on complete discretion of Tresoldi Academy;

b. use trademarks containing th “Edoardo Tresoldi” or “Tresoldi Aca-
demy” logos and/or the name of the project that will eventually be 
disclosed only within the documents, within the limits (also graphi-
cs) that will be required for academic  purposes;

c. recognize that the ownership of the works, including intermediate 
and final versions, in all their forms and material manifestations is 
of the organizers of Tresoldi Academy;

d. deliver, free of charge, to the organizers of Tresoldi Academy any 
and all economic exploitation rights on the works. with this mea-
ning any right of exploitation and use due under the law of April 22, 
1941, n. 633 (Copyright Law) and Legislative Decree 10 February 
2005, n. 30 (Industrial Property Code), or under any other appli-
cable national or international discipline that envisages such pro-
tection, including, but not limited to the following rights:

i. right to reproduce and modify the works;
ii. right to implement the designs on an industrial level and to 

sell products of any kind, entirely or in part derived from it;
iii. right to file an application for registration of the works  pro-

on data protection, including the Regulation EU 679/2016.

6. Each candidate acknowledges that during the workshop s/he 
could become aware of strictly confidential information, data and do-
cuments and therefore undertakes not to disclose this information, 
data and documents to third parties without the prior written authori-
zation of the Tresoldi Academy.

7. Any dispute arising from the acceptance of these Rules will be 
governed under the Italian law, excluding the rules of private interna-
tional law.

8. Any dispute arising from the acceptance of these Rules is under 
the exclusive jurisdiction of the Court of Milan.

tection in every country in the world;
iv. right to publish, transcribe, communicate and distribute the 

works;
v. right to assign these rights to third parties.

VI. General provisions
1. Each candidate accepts that applying for the workshop implies 
accepting these terms and conditions.

2. These Rules, together with the registration form, constitute the 
whole and only agreement between the Tresoldi Academy and each 
candidate in relation to the participation in the workshop.

3. None of the organizers of the Tresoldi Academy is responsible 
for non-receipt of communications due to an incorrect indication of 
contacts by the candidate or to a failure or late communication of 
the change of the details reported in the registration form, nor for any 
mistakes attributable to third parties, more generally for facts attribu-
table to third parties. Furthermore, the Tresoldi Academy cannot be 
held responsible in the event of delay or non-compliance with any of 
its commitments provided for in these Rules, including  the cancella-
tion or reprogramming of the workshop, in the event of events due to 
unforeseeable circumstances and/or due to force majeure including, 
but not limited to, fires, strikes, wars, government measures, virus 
outbreak/pandemic or other causes beyond the reasonable control 
of the Tresoldi Academy. In the event of a force majeure event that 
prevents the regular running of the workshop, the Tresoldi Academy 
reserves the right to reschedule the workshop once the related force 
majeure event has ceased.

4. Each candidate will be the sole responsible for the truthfulness  
and correctness of any data and information or declaration made to 
Tresoldi Academy. In the event tha the documentation presents fal-
se statements that are relevant for the registration purposes, without 
prejudice to the penalties referred to in art. 76 of the DPR n. 445 of 28 
December 2000, the candidate will be immediately excluded. Each 
candidate will be responsible towards Tresoldi Academy in case of 
false declarations, therefore, keeping Tresoldi Academy not accoun-
table for any damage, cost or claim that s/he should suffer.

5. Each candidate confirms to have acknowledged that their perso-
nal data will be processed by YAC S.r.l. as data controller for purposes 
related to registration management and to the management of the 
workshop activities and always in compliance with the applicable law 



Credits
• Art direction: Edoardo Tresoldi

• Workshop curatorship: prof. arch. Matteo Agnoletto (Il G124 
2020 - Università di Bologna), dott. Marco Biella (STUDIO 
STUDIO STUDIO), ing. Alessandro Cecchini (Yac srl)

• Organizer: YAC srl

• Scientific partner: G124

• Sponsor: Urban Up | Unipol Projects Cities

Contacts
• @: studenti@tresoldiacademy.com 

• Tel: +39 051 3510739 

• Via Borgonuovo, 5 - Bologna


